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ST. LEONARD’S, WORTLEY

     JULY 2024

‘DATES FOR YOUR DIARY’

July Sunday Services
7th July at 11am

Communion Service with Rev. Chris Herbert

14th July at 6.30pm
Communion Service with Rev. Chris Herbert

21st July at 11am

Communion Service with Rev. Chris Herbert

28th July at 11am

Morning Praise with Ian Watson
**
Monday 1st July


Vestry Open (see below)  5pm to 6.30pm

Saturday 27th July
Strawberry Tea from 2pm
Saturday 7th September
Heritage Open Day, Tower Open 10am to 4pm
Saturday 14th September 
Illustrated Talk by Andrew Beevers and Supper

Wednesday 18th September 
PCC Meeting in Church 7.30pm

EVERY WEDNESDAY 1-3pm

Tea & Chat group in Church 
Thanks to Leonard's Friends our historic Church is open for all to visit and to explore every Wednesday between 11am and 3pm.

***************
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CHURCH CHAT  
Summer seems to have finally arrived as I write this – it might be a different story by the time you read it!  At St. Leonards we have had a quiet month on the ‘social’ side but continue to beaver away behind the scenes, a bit like the proverbial swan if you will forgive the mixing of animal metaphors.  After all the upheaval of the last few years (covid, interregnum etc.) we are beginning to catch-up with probably largely unnoticed outstanding maintenance and up-grading tasks.  It is satisfying to know that a few ‘to-do’ things have been ticked off the list but with the knowledge that list seems never ending.  If anyone would like to lend a hand in anyway at all please do speak to either of the Church Wardens, Joan and Ann, or any PCC member, that contact would be truly appreciated.  
Whilst Church Services carry on to the usual pattern the next half of the year will see a return of more social events and as always of course, fund raisers.  We look forward to seeing you all over the coming months, please come along and support St. Leonards whenever you are able.

Open ‘Vestry’ Evenings are now being held at St. Leonards on the first Monday of each month between 5 and 6.30pm for all who wish to see Rev. Chris to discuss arrangements for baptisms, weddings, other church functions and business.  There will be alternative Vestry days and weeks available at the other churches in the Benefice should the St. Leonards dates prove particularly inconvenient, please just ask.
SOCIAL EVENTS
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ST. LEONARDS’ STRAWBERRY TEA PARTY
On Saturday 27th July from 2pm

A Summer Strawberry Tea Party in traditional St. Leonards’ style
Cake Stall, Gifts and Raffle

Come along for a sociable afternoon and tasty tea

All proceeds are for the upkeep of the fabric of St. Leonards
Donations of cakes for the cake stall and offers of help on the day particularly gratefully accepted

%%%%%%%%%%%%
FUTURE EVENTS

[image: image4.jpg]


HERITAGE OPEN DAY on Saturday 7th September  10am – 4pm 

The Church and Tower will be open to explore and there will be historic local items and documents to browse
Tea, Coffee and delicious Cakes to enjoy.
Something for everyone.
******************
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WHAT SUEPRISES ARE HIDDEN AWAY IN OUR CHURCH AND ATTIC?
On Saturday 14th September at 7pm
An illustrated talk given by Andrew Beevers in which he will revealing some of the history hidden away in St. Leonards church and the roof space over our heads, clues as to how the building has been changed and adapted over hundreds of years.
Followed by a super supper of course !  More details next month.
*****************
Friday 4th October at St. Leonards,Wortley – an old style Musical Evening featuring, among other performers, Thurgoland School Choir with lots of toe-tapping tunes and no doubt some ‘sing-a-long’ opportunities.  More details next month
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Len’s Friends WEDNESDAY TEA AND CHAT GROUP 

Continues to welcome all comers each week. Come each week, or just occasionally when you can, we promise a warm welcome, tea, cakes and conversation with our happy group.  
Come and join us any Wednesday between 1 and 3pm

EDITOR’S NOTE   All contributions to Vine Leaves at St. Leonards gratefully received: please send to  anncampbell288@gmail.com or give to any PCC member or leave in Church
This is YOUR MAGAZINE please do help make it interesting by contributing interesting or informative items for us all to enjoy.
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NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S

WORTLEY TOWER NEWS

Safeguarding Training
Members of our team joined with church members to refresh their safeguarding training on Saturday 22nd June. Rev Chris was our trainer for the morning, and we were guided through the latest learning pathways for both the Basic and Foundation courses.  Ringing church bells is open to anyone from age 11 upwards. It is vital our team are trained and understand how to keep young ringers safe in the tower environment.  The Tower Captain must undertake Leadership training and Andrew along with others in leadership roles in the church completed this course during the afternoon.

Ringing for the Anniversary of the D Day Landings

Thursday 6th June was the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings. Special ringing took place at churches throughout the UK between 6pm and 8pm to commemorate the event. Wortley team dedicated the first thirty minutes of their usual practice night to ringing for the national “Ring Out for Peace”. Ten ringers rang Plain Bob Doubles, Call Changes and Plain Hunt on all eight bells.  The special ringing was sent up to The Ringing World Newspaper and the Bellboard website. At the time of writing 1,396 church bell teams took part and many more single bells were rung in churches throughout the UK.

Our Australian Friends

We had a visit from Ginette and her family from Australia. They are good friends of the ringing team and St Leonards’. They have raised money for us many times over the years and it’s always good to see them when they come over. It was a lovely sunny day so a trip up the tower right on to the roof was in order. They were thrilled to see the views and all the heritage in the tower on the way. 

In The Ringing World

We were pleased to be featured in the Ringing World magazine as the first tower to order the newly published quarter peal books. Dawn has gifted the book to St Leonard’s and researched all the quarter peals rung in the past. They are now all written up to form a heritage record of ringing at Wortley.

Recruiting Cards

Look out for our recruiting cards on the pews. Please take one and pass it on to anyone who might be interested in finding out more about bell ringing. Take one with you, we have plenty more.

TANKERSLEY TOWER NEWS
Work Completed and New Recruiting Cards

Work on the bell installation has finished, hurray. The bells are now safe, and their future is secured. Our team of three are keeping them ringing on Sundays for service. They would like a few more people who would like to learn. In the church on the pews are little cards that have information about how to get involved. These cards are for taking away, even if you aren’t interested, please pass them on to anyone who might be. Thanks.

Our ringing room spider plant has suddenly perked up and is growing well. It must be because its warmer. This room has little touches to make it more homely. A nice clock, notice board, coat hooks, seating, heating, wool mats and a nice opening wall hatch for fresh air and a lovely view over the roof and fields.  If you would like to see it, please get in touch.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have an Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
